
S TA N D I N G U P W I T H  
O U R C O M M U N I T Y

2 0 2 4  A N N U A L  R E P O R T



“ Hope is our superpower.  
     Hope is what gets you to  
     stand up when other people 
     want you to sit down. ”
     Bryan Stevenson, Civil Rights Lawyer

IN EASTERN CONNECTICUT, hope doesn’t sit on the sidelines 

— it stands up. It shows up in the voices of youth sharing their stories, in the hands of advocates 
knocking on legislators’ doors, and in the shared vision of neighbors who believe every child  
deserves nourishment, every family deserves dignity, and every community deserves to thrive.

This year’s annual report reflects a region alive with purpose, anchored in the belief that  
progress is possible when we stand with one another, not merely for one another. 

It is a celebration of the supporters, organizers, and everyday champions — people who rise 
each morning asking, “What can I do today to make my community a better place?”

Whether pushing for affordable housing, speaking up for climate action, or building coalitions 
across differences, this work proves that advocacy is the engine of a just, inclusive, and vibrant 
region. And while progress may come in increments, every step forward reflects shared resolve 
and collective hope.

And, like you, we believe that our hopes and dreams for Eastern Connecticut are not just worthy 
of attention — they are the blueprint for a more just future. 

This report tells stories of standing together with conviction and care, and reminds us all there 
is no sitting this one out.

With deep gratitude for your generosity and commitment to creating an even better region,

     

Maryam Elahi, President & CEO           Nicholas Fortson, Board Chair

INVESTING in our community*

2024 By the Numbers 

Assets: $ 127,426,782

Gifts:  $ 7,510,225

Grants:  $ 8,336,220

Grantmaking by Issue Area

• Basic Needs: $3,697,508 (44% of total)

• Environment & Animal Welfare: $1,473,004  
(18% of total)

• Youth (includes Scholarships): $2,229,045  
(27% of total)

• Advocacy, Capacity Building, Designated,  
and Other: $936,662 (11% of total)

*	 Based	on	unaudited	financial	statement

State Reps. Anthony Nolan and Jennifer Leeper 
with Community Foundation staff and board  
members	at	the	Legislative	Office	Building.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION  
of  EASTERN CONNECTICUT

SERVING 42 TOWNS  
in New London, Windham and Tolland Counties

VISION    
A healthy, thriving, sustainable Eastern  
Connecticut with greater equity for all

MISSION    
Collaborate with partners to put philanthropy into 
action to address the needs, rights and interests 
of our community in Eastern Connecticut 

VALUES    
Integrity, Equity, Respect, Courage, Empathy 

  CFECT.ORG
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When Carol Williams first received a letter inviting her 
to be part of a fund to benefit local women and girls, 
she had no idea it would spark a 25-year journey into 
philanthropy and advocacy.

“I saw the names on the steering committee — women 
I admired most in the community — and I said, ‘Sign 
me up’.” The fund connected people to the idea that 
investing in the success of women and girls benefited 
the entire community. That simple invitation led to  
Carol’s involvement with the Community Foundation.

Living in Willimantic — a town she and her husband 
cherish for its community spirit — Carol was drawn to 
the nonprofit organizations striving to improve one of 
the least-resourced areas of the state. 

And, over time, her involvement deepened, and her 
understanding of philanthropy broadened. “At first, 
we gave small grants—$2,000 here, $3,000 there. But 
I kept wondering: Are we really changing anything? 
That’s when I began to see the difference between 
charity and philanthropy.” 

Inspired by books like Poverty, by America, Carol shifted 
her focus to more lasting solutions to social problems. 
She stepped into advocacy — something she’d never 
done before — and helped champion causes like Paid 
Family Medical Leave. 

Now a member of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees, 
Carol is committed to making Connecticut the first 
state to end child poverty.  She has regularly trekked to 
the Capitol to talk to legislators and provide testimony 
for long-term policy solutions.

“We’ve normalized poverty in this country,” she says. 
“But we don’t have to accept it.”

Her vision? “In ten years, I don’t want to see our town 
on the ‘least-resourced’ list anymore. If we can make 
a huge dent in child poverty, families can thrive, and 
youth can feel more connected and see a future for 
themselves in this area.”

CAROL WILLIAMS: On a Mission for Lasting Change

The Community Foundation and its growing coalition (120 partner organizations) were active voices  
at the Capitol during the legislative session advocating for policies to end child poverty. The coalition 
supported key pieces of legislation including funding for child care, free school meals for all Connecticut 
school children and enacting a permanent, refundable state Child Tax Credit. 

   DRIVING POLICY CHANGE — Together

“ The Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut is leading the charge to 
end child poverty by uniting partners, driving policy change, and demanding 
action. Their bold advocacy and coalition-building are making real strides 
toward a future where no child in our state is left behind.”   
State Rep. Anthony Nolan (New London)

PHOTOS: (left) Carol Williams,  Jake Koteen Photography  //  (center) Nilda Havrilla, Litigation and Advocacy Director  
at Connecticut Legal Services, Darrick Hamilton, founding director of the Institute on Race, Power and Political 
Economy at The New School, and State Treasurer Erick Russell discuss how Baby Bonds can reverse child poverty  
in Connecticut at a forum hosted by the Community Foundation.  //  (right) The Community Foundation’s  
President and CEO Maryam Elahi discussed anti-poverty policies with State Sen. Martin Looney, Senate Majority 
Leader of the Connecticut General Assembly.
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YES, WE CAN END CHILD POVERTY  
— and There’s a Proven Solution

As president and CEO of the United Way of Connecticut, a leading 
group advocating for a permanent, refundable Connecticut Child 
Tax Credit, Lisa Tepper Bates has heard countless stories of 
families in crisis. 

“One of the most moving stories I’ve heard,” Bates recounted, 
“was from the mother of a child with a physical disability. He  
required a special pair of shoes that cost $800. But, as is often 
the case in our country, the shoes weren’t covered by health 
insurance. She said the tax credit could help her afford the shoes 
her son needed to walk.”

It’s one example of the impossible choices facing thousands  
of Connecticut families striving to overcome poverty. Pay for 
diapers or pay the electric bill? Food or rent? Shoes or heat?

For these families, a few hundred dollars can make a world of 
difference. That’s because 42% of Connecticut children are in 
households that live paycheck to paycheck — and they’re one 
unexpected expense away from crisis.

The good news? We know what works. During the pandemic, 
the federal Child Tax Credit was astonishingly effective in lifting 
millions of children out of poverty. Child poverty was cut nearly 
in half in the U.S. — the largest reduction ever recorded. 

That’s why, when the federal government let the tax credit expire, 
the United Way sprang into action to assemble allies and urge 
lawmakers to establish a permanent, refundable Connecticut 
Child Tax Credit of $600 per child annually. Bolstered by a grant 
from the Community Foundation for advocacy work, the United 
Way’s coalition has swelled to 40 organizations.

While progress in policymaking is often incremental, momentum 
is growing. 

“The tax credit will happen,” Bates asserted. “It’s a profoundly 
impactful way for our elected leaders to show that they hear  
and understand the pain felt by these very budget-constrained 
families. Government can work for the people who need it most.”

Lisa Tepper Bates stood with coalition members and lawmakers to call for a Child Tax Credit  
to ease the financial burden on Connecticut families.  Gio Roper, United Way of Connecticut
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How do hard-working immigrant and first-generation 
residents of Greater Norwich grow into powerful voices 
for housing justice?  How do they speak out for solutions 
to improve their living conditions? And how do they 
summon the courage to do so in spaces like city council 
meetings, especially when fear and uncertainty weigh 
heavily on immigrant families nationwide?

Partnership for Strong Communities (PSC), a statewide 
leader in affordable housing advocacy and research, is 
helping Norwich residents answer those questions for 
themselves. Together, they’re aiming to achieve the vision 
of a community where everyone has access to a safe, 
stable, affordable home in a neighborhood they choose.  

Carline Charmelus, operations and equity director at PSC, 
cited the power of working together with trusted local 
organizations and building on the residents’ strengths 
already present in Norwich. As one of two organizations 
selected to receive the Community Foundation’s inaugural 
Systems Change grants, PSC is turning their ideas into 
action, recognizing that stemming housing insecurity is 
key to fighting poverty.

The coalition’s strategies are simple but powerful: Build 
trust and relationships. Support residents in sharing their 
stories. Organize and educate where residents are. Center 
the voices of young people, not statistics.

Already, youth volunteers have stepped up to co-lead a  
housing resource fair and an “Advocacy 101” workshop 
for their neighbors.   

THE PARTNERS

Partnership for Strong Communities
NAACP Robertsine Duncan Youth Council
Sankofa Education and Leadership, Inc
Norwich Free Academy
Norwich Public Schools
Greater Norwich residents impacted  
by housing insecurity
Center for Housing Opportunity  
- Eastern Connecticut

A NEW GENERATION of Housing Advocates Rises in Norwich

A conversation with Kathleen Krider, community  
engagement and resource manager at the Access 
Community Action Agency.

Q: Why focus on home ownership in Windham County?

Krider: Too many people here don’t believe home owner-
ship is within reach. It is! It can be hard to convince people 
to stay here, to buy a home, and to believe that you can 
someday pass on generational wealth to your children. So, 
we knew we needed to educate people on what it means 
to be a home buyer and that they can achieve the stability 
that comes with it.

Q: Access recently opened a Housing Education and 
Counseling Center. Tell us about it. 

Krider: We found a location, hired a staff person, and liter-
ally hung a shingle! Then, with Habitat for Humanity  
and the Northeastern Connecticut Chamber of Commerce, 
we held a “summit.” We invited realtors, mortgage brokers, 
bankers, plumbers, electricians, roofers, HVAC contractors, 

you name it. We said, ‘This is who we are, our intention 
is to prepare future home buyers, and we need your help. 
Send people our way.’

Q: What’s unique about your approach? 

Krider: We offer a free, six-part series of home ownership 
workshops. We cover budgeting, building credit, the home 
buying process, home maintenance, taxes, and even 
things like being a good neighbor, and your responsibility 
to your neighborhood and community.

Q: What’s next for the Center?

Krider: Thanks to continued funding from the Community  
Foundation, we are ramping up outreach to reach more 
aspiring homeowners. Our goal is to create “purchase- 
ready residents.” Even if the housing market is tough right 
now, we can help them get prepared when the opportunity  
arises. Home ownership builds wealth, increases civic 
participation, and leads to better educational outcomes 
for kids. We want that for Windham County.

OPENING DOORS to Homeownership in Windham County 

PHOTO: Access Program Manager Helen Scanlon and Northeastern Connecticut Chamber of Commerce Board President 
Jason Verraneault happily celebrate the opening of the Housing and Education Counseling Center. Via Access

Systems Change  
Grants Launched to  
Create Long-Term  
Sustainable Solutions 

PHOTO: Norwich youth leaders, guided by PSC’s  
Carline Charmelus, organized a Housing Resource Fair.   
Via Partnership for Strong Communities
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In 2020, the Community Foundation partnered with 
Connecticut College to fund a community internship for 
students to connect with civic life in New London. For 
the past five summers, students have stepped beyond 
the classroom and into the city’s heart. Through the 
College’s Summer Civic Leaders program, they interned 
with nonprofits serving residents, gaining hands-on 
experience tackling local, real-world challenges.

Hailing from around the globe, the students’ academic 
pursuits ranged widely — government, computer science, 
the arts, education — but each sought more than a  
summer internship. They wanted to roll up their sleeves 
and understand how New London worked, where help 
was needed, and how real change took shape.

The experience was “incredibly transformative” for  
many students, reported Rebecca McCue, director of  
the College’s Holleran Center for Community Action  
and Public Policy, which ran the Civic Leaders program. 

“Many students had never explored New London, and 
their entire perception of the city changed. They came to 
appreciate the city’s vibrant art scene, for example, and 
its downtown’s vitality.” 

One student’s equity research at the Connecticut Fair 
Housing Center sparked a commitment to New London 
that continued through college. Later, as a reporter for 
The Day, he applied a newly awakened social justice lens 
to his journalism. Another intern worked with Spark  
Makerspace and became an active part of the city’s  
creative economy, building lasting connections.

McCue was especially gratified to see students develop 
insights into ethical and equitable community decision- 
making, while local nonprofits gained fresh ideas and 
energy for projects that benefited city residents. And the 
Civic Leaders strengthened the bridge between campus 
and city — ensuring students didn’t just study in New 
London but became part of it.

STUDENT CIVIC LEADERS Discover a Vibrant Classroom: New London

PHOTO: Civic Leader Ma Rabanne Permelona ’27 at Spark Makerspace, a community workshop providing access to  
tools and equipment for creative pursuits like woodworking and art. Via Connecticut College

Sometimes sharing conversation with neighbors over  
a simple cup of coffee can motivate action.

That’s what happened at in-person “Climate and Coffee” 
events and virtual “Action Hours” organized by the  
Connecticut League of Conservation Voters over the last 
year.  Eastern Connecticut residents came together to 
talk about issues like rising energy bills, offshore wind 
development, and the growing threat of coastal flooding. 

Climate experts shared their wisdom. Conversations 
deepened. And for one Mystic store owner in attendance, 
it inspired an idea: just weeks later, he hosted his own  
climate awareness event in his store, attended by his 
state representative.

“That’s exactly the point,” says Connor Yakaitis, the 
League’s deputy director (pictured). “We want people to 
take what they learn and lead in their own communities. 
That’s how a movement grows.”

The League’s community organizers, aided by a grant 
from the Community Foundation, saw the fruits of their 

work play out across the region. More than 1,700 people 
got involved. Some donated, volunteered, or emailed  
their lawmakers. Others showed up at the Capitol on  
lobby days. Youth and college students energized a  
new environmental ambassador program.

They are stepping up to encourage lawmakers to  
address local concerns with climate-friendly solutions:

• Lower skyrocketing electric bills through energy  
efficiency and investments in renewable energy

• Minimize flood risks in vulnerable coastal  communities 

• Protect precious wildlife from toxic pesticides

• Consider offshore wind farms to meet growing  
energy demand and bring jobs to the region

• Expand public transportation like Metro-North into  
New London to cut emissions and improve access

Conversations over coffee are becoming much bigger:  
a growing network of local climate advocates speaking  
up to protect and sustain our beautiful region.

CHANGE IS IN THE AIR to Protect Our Region’s Environment

PHOTO: Connor Yakaitis, Deputy Director of the Connecticut League of Conservation Voters. Via CTLCV
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Barbara Agosin
Mary Jean Agostini
Pam Akins & Barry Levinson
Claire & Anthony Alessi
Jay Allen
Judith & David* Anderson
Lauren E. Anderson
Lois & Glenn Andrews
Anonymous (10)
Spyros Barres
Debbie & Tim Bates
Laura Berry & Bernard Hulin
Francene & Daniel Blackmore
Siegmar R. Blamberg
Lynn Bloom
Wayne Boettner
Judith Bossey
Faith & Rheo Brouillard
Joan Butler
Laurel Butler & Christopher Daniels
Beth & Garon Camassar
Ronald Campo, Jr.
Maura Casey
Laurie Chipperfield*
Charles T. Clark
Anne & Carl Clement
Bettye R. Fletcher* & James Comer
Rosemary Contin & John Malmros
Cecile & Art* Costa
Nancy Costa
Mary Cuthbert
Kathleen & Richard Daniele
Anne B. Davis
Mildred Devine
David Dresback
Caroline Driscoll
Bethe & Marcel Dufresne
Maryam Elahi
Josephine & Fred Falkner
Alice Fitzpatrick

Michelle Fontaine-Calkins
Graham Gavert
Lois & Robert Geary
Katharine & Richard Gildersleeve
Charles Glassenberg
Janet & James F. Grant
Nancy & Andrew Grant
Lorraine Grey
Sandra & Stanton Hale
Nancy Heart
Kathleen & Kerry Hertenstein
Susan M. and Mark A. Hibbard
Nancy Hileman
Muriel Hinkle
Gerald Holland
Judith Hyde
Rosetta Jones
Carolyn & James Kilroy
Lynn & Waldo Klein
Henry Krisch*
Mary & John LaMattina
Jane Lassen-Bobruff & Neal Bobruff
Jean & John Lenard
Denise & Steven* Lewis
Julia & Carl Lindquist
Kathryn Lord
Jill Wardman Lucas
Lisa Lyman
Nicole and Aaron McGarry
Lisa & Morgan McGinley
Jill & Richard Mehlman
Eva & Govind Menon
William J. Miller
Laura & Scott Moorehead
Kathleen Moriarty
Terri & James Muren
Nelly Murstein
Arthur Nagel
Heidi & John Niblack
Patricia & Paul Nunes

Cynthia R. Palmer
Donna & William Pedace
Joann Sztyga Pillar
Mary & Richard Place
Barbara & David Preston
Lee & John Pritchard
Dyanne & John Rafal
Elizabeth Anne & Lawrence Reiter
Betty Richards
Barbara Sahagan
Carol & Edward Sauers
Ann Louise & Michael Shapiro
Elaine & Michael Shapiro
Jane & Peter Shea
Nissa Simon & J. Melvin Woody
Barbara & Bruce Skinner
Diane & Stephen Smith
Mary Soriano
Ellen & Daniel Spring
Donna & C. William Stamm
Anita Steendam & Harold Fink
June D. Strunk
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Sullivan
Lee Ellen & Tom Terry
Barbara Tuneski
Susan & Humphrey Tyler
Alix & Cornelius Van Rees
Sidney & Sandy Van Zandt
Mary Waldron
Caroline Walters
Walter C. Watson & Charles Sotir
Liz & Harry White
Nancy & G. W. Blunt White II
Karin Whittemore & Peter Kepple
Cynthia & George Willauer
Amy Willcox & Del Knight
Carol Williams & Robert Asher
Cathy Zall

* Deceased

$1,000,000 and above
Alva Greenberg
Estate of Nancy J. Johnson

$500,000-$999,999
Anonymous (2)

$100,000-$499,999
Anonymous (4)
The Lighthouse Voc-Ed Center

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous (4)
Estate of Joelle Anderson
The Roxanne and Henry Brandt  

Foundation
Chelsea Groton Foundation
Estate of Leroy R. Clark
Connecticut Network for Children  

and Youth
Dalio Philanthropies
Janet & Roland DePratti
Maite & Jamie Dickinson
Patricia and Edward Favolise
Estate of Joan D. Hauptfeld
Sandra & Dan Jackson
Kitchings Family Foundation
Lin & Waldo Klein
Mary & John LaMattina
Ledyard Education Advancement  

Foundation
Kathleen & David MacLennan
Dyanne & John Rafal
Faye & J. Michael Richardson
Estate of Ruth M. Tombari
Windham Textile and History Museum

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous (2)
Joan Butler
Estate of Jane G. Clark
Community Foundation for Greater  

New Haven/Telephone Employees  
Mutual Benefit Trust

Leslie Curtis
Mimi & Gaston Daumy
Catherine & Elwood Davis
Susan & J. H. Dow Davis
David Dresback
Maryam Elahi
Nicholas Fortson
Christopher Freeman
Martha Gibson
Koko & Richard Gildersleeve
Corinne Good
Patricia Hendel
The Hillery Company
Hispanic Alliance of SECT
Jeniam Foundation
Karen Katen Foundation
Sarah Kelly & Kenneth Sigel
Susan Graham & Stephen Larcen
Curly & William Lieber
Linda Mariani & David Neusner
Lisa & Morgan McGinley
Montauk Foundation
Laura & Scott Moorehead
New London Community Meal Center
Margaret & Daniel O’Shea
Jeffrey P. Ossen Family Foundation
Carolyn Patten
Pfizer Inc.- Site Affairs Team
Barbara Sahagan
Karen Stone & David Schulz
Liz & Harry White

$5,000-$9,999
Anonymous (5)
Carol Williams & Robert Asher
Barbara & Douglas Barrett
Sharon & Richard Beebe
The Brownington Foundation
Colchester Land Trust
CorePlus Federal Credit Union
Mildred Devine
The Eder Family Foundation
Josephine & Fred Falkner
Debbie Farrell
Tiffany Flowers
Nancy Heart
Barbara Holland
Carol Lahan
Thomas O. Latham
James Michael Mara
Roslyn Milstein Meyer and Jerome  

Meyer Foundation
Nelly Murstein
Sally & Robert Myers
New London Firefighters Local 1522/ 

Dr. Carl Wies Scholarship Fund
Kenneth Przybysz
Sword in the Scroll Fencing Academy
Susanna Thomas
Union School Association Scholarship 

Fund
Veolia Water North America
Darlene & Mark Wagner
Cynthia & George Willauer

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous (2)
Frances Ashley
Bruce Avery
David Benvenuti
Wayne Boettner
Anthony Cascio

THE LEGACY SOCIETY: Sustaining Generations to Come

Through bequests, charitable trusts, gift annuities, retirement plans, or life insurance, Legacy Society members plan 
to make gifts to causes important to them after their lifetimes. We are deeply grateful to every member of the Legacy 
Society for the care and compassion they put into action through their future gifts. 

DONORS Creating Better Futures

In 2024, the Community Foundation received over 1,100 donations from individuals and organizations who gave more 
than $7.4 million in support of causes that matter to them and to the well-being of Eastern Connecticut residents. We 
are so grateful for their generosity.
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Community Foundation of Sarasota 
County - Harold M. and Dorothy  
S. Sauers Fund

Rory Contin & John Malmros
Donna & David Elks
Barbara & Greg Hack
Sandra & Stanton Hale
The Last Green Valley
Kathryn Lord
Evelynn & Douglas Lyons
Carol Marzetta
Susan & Christopher McCawley
Norwich Public Schools Education  

Foundation
Portuguese Holy Ghost Society - John E. 

Boyle, Jr. Memorial Scholarship Fund
Cindy & Tom Praisner
Putnam Area Foundation
Faye Ringel
Nancy & John SilanderRobert Slocum
Evelyn Thavenet
United Way of Southeastern Connecticut
Mary & Tim Weinland

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Lynne Farrington Allen
Marcy & Robert Baratt
Barbara Fallon & Bennett Bernblum
Cathy & Steven Bokoff
Susan & John Boland
Kathy & Thomas Borner
Anne Fix & Kevin Bowdler
Theresa Broach
Kristin & John Burbank
Holly & Louis Camerota
Maura Casey
Frank Castiglione, Jr.
Deborah & Peter Castle
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union
Community Children’s Center
Stacy Cook
Christine & Bill Crawford
Rebecca & Frederick Crosby
Damm Creative
Barbara Zabel & G. Thomas Couser
Mary Drake
Elizabeth & Anthony Enders
Dorothy & Matthew Farrell
Darrell Fox
Friends of Ryan Fulgueras

Michael Furgueson
Joelen Gates
Nancy & Robert Gentes
Barbara & Marc Ginsberg
Earline & David Goebel
Gold Key Group of William Raveis  

Real Estate
Lorraine Grey
Antje Harnisch & Friedmann Weidauer
Leah Hartman
Judith & Barrie Hesp
Kathryn Johnson & Thomas Scanlon
David King
Armand Lambert
Sara Lathrop
Heather Lathrop-Williams & Tim Williams
Averill Laundon
Kevin Lewis
Steven Light
Linemaster Switch Corporation
William Loweth
Linda & Reid MacCluggage
Diane Manning
Catherine Marrion
Margaret Martin & Joe Jackson
Alexandra McCagg
Pamela McNulty Hennessey & William 

Hennessey
Judy & Granville Morris
Gordon Murphy
Richard Newton
Eugenie Copp
Prior Parker
Lindsay & Jeffrey Paul
Nancy & Bob Peavy
Redenta & Stephen Picazio
Betty Pinson
Cheryl & Alan Poirier
Cindy & Ron Premo
Anne & Tony Rash
Annette & Michael Rauh
Lise & Robert Reardon
Joan Rivington & Brian Corrigan
Barbara & Gerard Rucci
Sandra & Bill Rueb
Connie Schultz
Barbara Biggs Scripps & J. Sebastian 

Scripps
Elaine & Michael Shapiro
Paula & Walter Signora
Kimberly Armstrong Silcox & Dane Silcox

Barbara Smith
Frances & John Steffian
Eunice & John Sutphen
Take Note!
Jacqueline & Joseph Woronecki

$500-$999
Anonymous
All Souls Unitarian Universalist  

Congregation
Lois & Glenn Andrews
Christine & Bill Barnes
Keri & Marc Benvenuti
Nancy & David Burnett
Greg Carpenter
Dorrit & Tom Castle
Marion Cohen
Community Children’s Center
Allison Cone
Kathleen & Paul Connolly
Kate & Kevin Conway
Betsey & Jeffrey Cooley
Majbritt Sinay & Robert Cooper
Katha & John Cox
Kim Curtin
Friends of Carol Davidge
Gail Dickinson
Timothy Dwyer
Tamara Farrell
Eleanor & James Ferguson
Emily Fisher & Evan Griswold
Mary & John Galiette
Lois & Robert Geary
Marcia & Todd Gipstein
Myra & Richard Gipstein
Grenger Law Offices
Lisa & Kenneth Hageman
Gisela Harma
Nancy & Bert Harma
Rebecca Harvey
Hope & Evan Haynes
Peter Hewitt
Elizabeth Hopkins
Jewett City Savings Bank
Emmet Kaiser
Catherine Kaufman
Lisa Mueller & Gara LaMarche
Ann & Bruce Lane
Julie Lefemine
Catherine & Bruce Littman
Lisa Lyman

Joan & Timothy Marshall
Peter McAndrew
Irene McKernan
Angela & John McLean
Nancy & Tom McLoughlin
Jennifer & Michael McNiff
Teresa McShane
Lauren Middleton
Mary & Samuel Mirabito
Barbara Montalto
Mullare Family Fund
Heidi & John Niblack
Carla & Ron Pariser
Kristin & Michael Pfarr
Taeza & Michael Pittman
Elizabeth Anne & Lawrence Reiter
Roddy & Chris Roosevelt
Kathleen Rowold
Barbara Schoonman Saxon Morgan
Mary & Adam Seidner
Mary Sepowitz
Jane & Peter Shea
Marian Shilstone
Shannon Shimer
Donna & John Snell
John Spratt
Linda Stankewich
State of Connecticut -  

Dept. of Correction/Brooklyn Cares
Michael Stenta
James Streeter
Georganne & Terry Onaitis
Morgan Tuck
Veronica & Paul Vaida
Deborah Walsh Bellingham
Patricia Ward
Barbara Washburn
Janet Watson
Karin Whittemore & Peter Kepple
Maryse & Pierre Wicker

We are deeply grateful for all gifts!  
Due to space constraints, you can  
find	2024	gifts	of	under	$500	at	 
cfect.org/CurrentDonors.

Designated
Jill Wardman Lucas Fund 

Donor Advised
Apple Tree Fund II 
Elizabeth Newell Butler Gregory  

Endowed Fund  
Fortson Family Fund 
StoneRidge Residents’ Association 

Charitable Fund  

Field of Interest
Mark and Susan Hibbard Fund 
Morgan and Lisa McGinley Fund 
Women & Girls Fund - Main 

Nonprofit Organization Endowment
Camp Harkness Foundation Fund 
Community Children’s Center Fund 
EASTCONN Fund  

Eastern Connecticut Forest Land- 
owners Association/ 
Wolf Den Land Trust Fund 

Historic Stonington Fund 
The John Laundon Fund to Support 

Youth Rowing
Ledyard Education Advancement 

Foundation 
Montessori Discovery School Fund  
New London Community Meal  

Center Fund  
Norwich Public Schools Education 

Foundation Fund 
Windham Textile and History  

Museum Fund 

Scholarship
Mary Cuthbrt Scholarship Fund 
Siegmar and Sylvia Blamberg  

Scholarship Fund 

NEW FUNDS:  
Lasting Gifts to Our Communities

Thank you to the caring and generous donors who created these funds 
at the Community Foundation in 2024 

PHOTO:  Peg O’Shea, former board chair

      12       COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF EASTERN CONNECTICUT          2024 ANNUAL REPORT       13



    
 
68 Federal Street
New London, CT 06320

INDICIA

Board of Trustees 

Nicholas Fortson, Chair

Catherine Marrion, Vice Chair

Sandy Hale, Treasurer

Morgan Tuck, Secretary

 

Amanda Arling
Joe DeLong
Lee-Ann Gomes
Leah Hartman 
Sassy Larrañeta
Lisa McGinley
Cheryl Poirier
Leah Pollard
Barbara Sahagan
Carol Williams
Maryam Elahi, Ex	Officio

Staff 

Maryam Elahi, President and CEO

Megan Brown, Vice President

Deb Battit, Program	Officer

Brandy Joseph, Administrative and Finance Assistant

Jackie Law, Systems	and	Donor	Relations	Officer

Lauren Lyons, Program	Officer

Jennifer O’Brien, Program Director

Lauren Parda, Director of Development

Geoffrey Taylor, Director of Donor Relations

  CONTACT US     860-442-3572  //  admin@cfect.orgWe are your community foundation. Learn about creating your own fund:


