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April 21, 2022

Dear Senators Blumenthal and Murphy, 

We are writing to ask your leadership in ensuring that the legislation that moves forward encompassing  
“Build Back Better” addresses systemic changes that will dramatically improve the lives of working families and 
those struggling in Eastern Connecticut. As you know, the eastern third of the state has still not fully recovered 
from the 2008 recession. 

Over the past year, we have reached out to experts – locally and nationally – to better understand the wisest and 
most strategic way to direct the funds coming to towns to transform our communities into a thriving region.  
The guidance has been unequivocally clear: Invest in early childhood care and education, mental health and 
wellness, and affordable and safe housing.  We implore you to hold the line in these three areas with respect to 
the Build Back Better bill.

We need your support and leadership in the following areas:

• Support childcare staffing needs and increase childcare options throughout eastern Connecticut. This is vital 
so all families can work without sacrificing the care of their children. 

• Expand mental health services that increase workforce training, compensation and crises services. 

• Create more affordable housing opportunities and measures to keep people housed in safe, connected and 
supported settings. This includes the provision of more rental vouchers and renovating existing housing units. 

Additionally, measures in the bill that support food security – particularly through school settings – and the 
expansion of protections for our aging population deserve your attention through Build Back Better.     

Lastly, as part of the bigger picture, the Build Back Better bill is a step toward larger systemic change – which is 
what our partners, collaborators and communities deserve in the shared struggles towards equity and racial and 
economic justice.  We realize the challenges you face in passing Build Back Better, but please know that you have 
our support through the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut and our nonprofit partners.  

We thank you for all that you do in advancing basic human rights and the interests of your constituents in 
Connecticut. We are grateful to have you as our senators, standing together with us advancing equity and 
economic justice in our state. 

Respectfully,

Maryam Elahi, Community Foundation of Eastern CT
Diane Manning, United Services
Deborah Monahan, Thames Valley Council for Community Action (TVCCA)
Zakkyya Williams, Yale New Haven Health/L+M Hospital
Kathleen Stauffer, The Arc Eastern Connecticut
Joan Wessell, Senior Resources – Agency on Aging
Mayor Michael Passero, City of New London 
Jeanne Milstein, City of New London/Human Services
Allison Blake, Child and Family Agency of Southeastern Connecticut
Shiela Hayes, NAACP/Norwich Branch
Cathy Zall, New London Homeless Hospitality Center
Jennifer Muggeo, LLHD and the Health Improvement Collaborate 
Susan Radway, The Riverfront Children’s Center
Kathleen Krider, Access Community Action Agency
Regina Moller, Noank Community Support Services


